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her to become his queen, but without avail. At
length she is handed over to female demons for
starvation and torture, but is sustained throughout
this ordeal with nourishment sent by the gods.
Meanwhile, Rama and his .brother are making
great preparations for her rescue. They first
fight and defeat a headless demon named Kabandha,
and then make an alliance with Sugriva, king of
the monkeys, who lends them his forces, under
the command of the monkey-general Hanuman,
tor the attack on Ravana.
The difficulty of crossing over to Ceylon is
overcome by the monkeys, who fly through the air
and bring rocks from every direction to " form a
bridge ; even portions of the Himalayas are sent
down by the gods and a passage is safely effected.
A battle royal now commences in which the
gods all assemble to fight against a mighty array
of demons. At a certain*stage Rama advances in
a chariot specially lent him by Indra, and engages
in single combat with the powerful Ravana in his
magic car; the two armies stay their fight and look
on at the duel, which continues for several days*
Rama, after cutting off dozens of heads from his
opponent, discovers that others promptly grow in
their place and ~that he is invulnerable in that
quarter ; nothing daunted, he obtains a thunderbolt
from Brahma and discharges this into the body
of his enemy, with the result that the terrible
demon-monarch succumbs on .the spot and victory
is his.